CH 5 THE SPACE RACE 


by 


A new Space Program currently consists of a group of scientists living in 
MOBILE HOMES in Derbyshire next to the entrance to a large pothole known 
as TITAN. 


The head of the Viscount committee Professor Howard Trevithick is saying 
goodbye to his liaison officer from the foundation . 


HOWARD TREVITHICK The intention is to house THE BULK SPACE CRUISER 
VISCOUNT in the main cavern , then raise it to the launch ramp outside. 


JON SANDINGER You'll have to tell Oliver Moss this at your meeting in 
Bath this afternoon . I’ve made my report so the rest is up to you .. 


HOWARD TREVITHICK Me and JENNY will give a PowerPoint presentation 
that will knock his socks off . 


JON SANDINGER He will want to see that it’s of practical benefit to 
his organization .Sell the VISCOUNT to him and he'll give the committee the 
green light . 


HOWARD TREVITHICK To begin constructing the underground hanger, the 
monorail, and most importantly the VISCOUNT. l'Il do my best to enthuse him 


ADMIRAL SANDINGER Enthuse him, it’s tea time already, the milkman’s 
just arrived, put a couple of baked potatoes on for our tea, and l'Il finish up 
here. It’s about to rain and | want to get in before | get soaked to the skin. 


The professor starts the walk down the hill to the head quarters and turns 
round and shouts “When we presented the HOTTLE and blue streak we 
where a week late and a quid short, ” 


Later on JON SANDINGER guns the engine of his minibus and drives up the 
loose gravel to park opposite MISSION CONTROL .The team step out of the 


cabins and HOWARD TYREVITHICK and his daughter JENNY climb in. 


JENNY TREVITHICK Be ready when me and dad get back for our trip to 
ICELAND 


JIM FERGUSSON MAKE A CHANGE FROM STAYING IN THESE MOBILE 
HOMES. 
JENNY TREVITHICK That’s right, and | must get back to civilisation 


after three months out here. 


She indicates the rolling hills stretching for miles around them. 


x A 
An hour later they arrive at the train station 


SANDINGER | hear this OLIVER MOSS is quite a character so 
remember to be enthusiastic. 


HOWARD TREVITHICK and JENNY board a train and sit down opposite each 
other . HOWARD places his briefcase and walking stick in the rack above the 
seats. 


HOWARD TREVITHICK This could be an opportunity to get vital funding for 
the bulk cruiser project . 


L 


JENNY If we can convince him to extend his interest in space exploration 
then it will mean we can go on to the next stage. 


It is midday by the time the train pulls into Bath central station and they get 
a cab to OROBORUS Towers .The lift takes them to the ninth floor with 
charcoal gray tiled carpet MAGNOLIA walls and high polystyrene tiled 

ceiling . 


At the reception Dorothy Gleason is sitting behind a large desk. 
“If you would like to sit down | will tell him you have arrived. “ 


They sit down on a three piece beige corduroy suit and start flicking through 
brochures left on a coffee table stacked with Yoga magazines next to the 
rubber plant. An 8ft high wall mounted monitor in front of them comes to 
life , with a report from the archives chosen by our resident comedy troupe 
NUTS IN MAY .Theophilus T Wildebeest is on stage with a bright red 
codpiece for comic relief while singing with a couple of men in 


lederhosen.LETS DO THE STONK, TO THE RHYTHM OF THE HONKY TONK, PUT 
A RED NOSE ON YOUR CONK, AND LETS STONK. 


This presumably amuses HOWARD and JENNY until the large oak door opens 
and the Dali Lama and the Archbishop of York come out. Oliver follows the 
two spiritual leaders out, giving them both a warm handshake . 


OLIVER MOSS l'Il have the foundation smooth things with a hands 
across the world program . 

DALI LAMA That will please people after the thanks 
OLIVER. . 


Oliver chuckles Amen to that, your highness . 


When the two spiritual dignitaries have departed the waiting room Oliver 
turns to Trevithick and Jenny. 


MOSS Hello there, have you been waiting along time. Please come into my 
office and shut the door, and l'Il take a peek at your blueprints. 


The two enter his room painted royal blue with a pink carpet and seat 
themselves wicker and chrome armchairs opposite OLIVER . 


OLIVER MOSS So do you have the plans for the sponge cake with you 
professor. I’m chomping at the bit to have a peak at them. 


HOWARD TREVITHICK Ihave them in this flash drive he says pulling at a 
key ring connected to a briefcase. Another giant leap for mankind | hope. 


OLIVER | have already had assurances that your design for the air 
intakes is practical , revolutionary, and could be adapted for other aircraft. 


JENNY | knew you would be interested in those, we are 
particularly proud of the design 


His secretary arrives pushing a trolley and stations it next to the window 
behind Oliver’s desk. She proceeds to pour tea for the three of them. 


MOSS You must have been upset when you found out that the RUSSIANS 
where backing HOTTLE AND NOT GREAT BRITAIN. 


HOWARD TREVITHICK I was disappointed yes. So much so that | quit the 
project and vowed never to get involved with another SPACE PROGRAM. 


JENNY “that WAS until | INTRODUCED ONE OF MY 
UNIVERSITY FRIENDS with a first draft for what will become the Bulk Cruiser. 


Jenny opens her briefcase and gets out a sketch of a launch platform with a 
ramp leading up at a 30 degree angle. She spreads it out on the desk. 


JENNY This is the platform that we would like to construct with your 
investment Mr Moss. The craft would lift from its underground hanger into 
position , and them blast off up this steel ramp. 


TREVITHICK As you can see the idea is imaginative and practical and 
despite jenny being my daughter she had to convince me of the advantages 
of the design. 


Oliver takes tea while studying the blueprints laid out on his desk, noting the 
underground hanger in the TITAN pot hole, and the launch ramp adjacent, 
the air intakes for the engine. 


MOSS | like this sketch . I’m court up in this wild romantic idea of 
it, so I’m going to say yes on two conditions. 


That I get to use any technology from your final designs for the viscount, 
INCLUDING THOSE AIR intakes. 


HOWARD TREVITHICK Yes OLIVER lIl give you the specs for the air intakes 
and | hope you can use them. | don’t like birds diced and fried in jet engine’s 
any more than the rest of us. 


MOSS That can happen with jet engine 
JENNY Yes so l'm told. 


OLIVER “ wait just a minute Proff. | have a launch coming up with the 
EUROPEAN SPACE AGENCY over in French Guiana some time soon, if you 
would like to attend.” 


HOWARD TREVITHICK Oh I’m going to be too busy with construction, and 
finding a crew for the VISCOUNT, to take time off. 


OLIVER It will only be one day and you can be back to complete 
construction. And | could put an advertisement out to find a suitable crew 
when we get nearer launch day. 


Much still depends on those two test subjects PRESEDENT MACREA 
has at his research centre. 


MOSS | hazzard a guess they'll make a swift recovery . 


JENNY TREVITHICK As you may be aware, Oliver it will take us two years 
to reach the JOVIAN SYSTEM with our rocket , and we would like to use the 
suspended animation techniques the PANORAMA CHEMICALS are testing 
right now. They could make up two of the seven man crew. 


The two scientists stand to leave when oliver says “ don’t forget the 
foundation motto’s “ 


indicating the plack behind his office window. 


O0 Where there’s muck there’s brass 
O You don’t get out for nought. 


PROFF Yes Sir very inspiring 


OLIVER My first rocket was steam powered so a good luck STEVENSON 
EEE) 


They leave the office and take the elevator down to the ground floor, and get 
a taxi to the train station. While waiting for the taxi the clouds darken and a 
light rain starts to pour, and buy the time the taxi arrives this has turned into 
a torrent 


NUTS IN MAY 


the two scientists have made it through rush hour traffic and entered the 
train station , found the platform ,just as a guard blows his whistle and they 
see there train pulling out . 


Jenny That’s bloody typical , it makes me mad, and I'd lose my scientific 
objectivity 


PROF. Never mind Dear,that PHEROMONE SPRAY | gat you is the best from 
Leeds University . 


JENNY TREVITHICK I must give the team back at TITAN good news that 
construction of the viscount can begin. 


Back at the TITAN base camp the Admiral answers his mobile with 
[ Sandinger, what do you want ] 


PROF Good news admiral, we have a go on project viscount. 


SANDINGER | can get that disused aircraft hanger refurbished and get 
started with the subcontractors, that’s just what we wanted. 


PROF Tell JAMES AND JIM, We missed our train and expect to be an hour late 
John. 


But can’t wait to get back to you all , so see you later. 


JENNY We shall stay for the construction of the lift off platform 
dad ? 
PROF You are going on holiday to ICELAND to meet up with DUNCAN 


McCrea, and you can give him our construction schedule with you. 


JENNY While you jump between a disused air hanger and TITAN , 
SUPERVISING all construction, really father you must delegate and take a 
break yourself. 


Later on TREVITHICK and his daughter are standing outside the station 
waiting for the admiral to pick them up in his campervan. 


HOWARD TREVITHICK Make sure you tell that MACREA about our deal 
that we’ve managed to negotiate.” | need his full support if I’m going to get 
this project up and running. 


JENNY yes dad. I’m going to enjoy the ice dance with JIM while 
Duncan is down in the judges enclosure. 


TREVITHICK And | have assurances that | can get plans from the 
EUROPEAN SPACE AGENCY team over at FRENCH GIYANA for the mass 
production of solid rocket fuel, as this design is going to require a huge 
amount if it’s to live up to our dream. 


Admiral Sandginer pulls up in his VW camper and they get in and pull out of 
the train station. 


ADMIRAL SANGINGER So | gather it was a success and | can go over the 
plans for the aircraft hanger for construction. 


TRVITHICK Yes JOHN , we have a go. 


When they get back to the TITAN pot hole, the group are all in the main 
operations centre looking at a camera image that they’ve lowered into the 
cavern. JAMES SWIFT is manoeuvring a CCTV camera around showing the 
base of the large cave that is TITAN. 


JENNY High guy’s we gave a go on operation viscount. 


JIM That’s superb and | can go through the plans for the construction site. 
And what | want first is an agreement to buy the hanger in DONCASTER, 
SOUTH YORKSHIRE. 


Sandinger While you are away that will be my next project JIM and | 
should hope to have an agreement in principle by the time you get back 
from ICELAND. 


ANDREW Come and have a look at these images PROFF 


The professor comes around the main desk to stare at the monitor screen , 
which is displaying the base of TITAN. JAMES can turn the camera 360°, and 
a lightshines on top giving a clear image of the foundations and brand new 
concrete base. 


PROFF By Jimmany we should open a bottle of wine to celebrate, the 
VISCOUNT hanger is under production. 


ANDREW Oh you crack me up PROFESSOR, 
SANDINGER And another thingHOWARD, when this project has been 


floated on the stock exchange I’m going to need a full time accountant, what 
with me being the main buyer and negotiator. 


JENNY Don’t worry admiral, I’ve got just the man ready for you fresh 
out of UNIVERSITY LIKE THE REST OF US. And if that’s everything I'll take a 
shower and hit the sack. 


SANDINGER That’s right my dear, you have an early flight in the morning. 


Over in the British HQ in Bath Oliver is in conference via videophone with 
PRESIDENT MACREA, who has just seen of the TRAFALGAR GANG from his 
ancestral castle near LOCH NESS. 


OLIVER SITS BACK AND STROCKES HIS BEARD a small goaty that pretends 
to be a five o’clock shadow 


MOSS “I’ve got an idea for our LANCH DAY that you intend to 
hold at campOrboros. 


DUNCAN I’ve already booked the entertainment, including another pro- 
celebrity tournament, with an inflatable assault course . 


OLIVER You still have to persuade me to remortgage the farm and help 
with the flotation of VISCOUNT INCORPERATED on the international stock 
exchange. 


MOSS You agree then, and we just want to get some dedication from the 
design team in DERBYSHIRE and by the time you meet up with them for the 
RECUAVICK ice dance championships THEY WILL BE as keen as mustard as 
we are, so l'Il make TREVITHICK sing for his supper a little. 


DUNCAN MACREA Right then my Compardre. Me and the missus are driving 
to the airport right now . 


OLIVER You and Marlainer have a great time then. 


They hang up and Duncan phones his new bride on the castle intercom. “you 
packed and ready Darling , we is leaving now. 


MARLAINER Just finishing my sit ups , and l'Il be straight up. 


As the couple meet up near the main doors they are joined by HIS TWO 
HOUSEKEEPERS, Basil and Margaret. 


DUNCAN Take care of the place while I’m gone BASIL, and make sure that 
the monitor checks are done on the hour down in the SANTUM. I’m going to 
be the judge of the recuavick ice dance championships aren’t we dear 


MARGERET the welfare of those two young people down in the SANCTUM 
are our top priority Sir, you can rely on us. 


DUNCAN Sent me a copy of the data and l'Il tell the two viscount scientists 
coming to ICELAND with us, they can go with there design and order fixtures 
for the space ship. 


MARLAINER Just put some chlorine in the swimming pool for when I get 
back from RECUAVICK. 


With that , the couple leave by the main doors where his PORCHE is waiting 
for him in the court yard. They get in and he guns the engine and steers the 
car out over the draw bridge, and onto the main road. 


DUNCAN It’s a two hour drive to EDINBOURGH Marlainer, so sit back and 
relax. And he puts Scotland the Brave on Cd while driving through the 
valley , with the evening sun casting long shadows over the Loch. 


JIM I won't let you down , ME AND JENNY will take the latest photo’s and 
give the MACREAS a feel 


JAMES I'll see you two on the cover of the foundation magazine next month 
then. 


JIM Probably now let me finish packing or Jenny will have to go without me. 


A short time later Admiral Sandinger, JIM FERGUSSON , and site forman 
JAMES SWIFT are checking off a manifest as ten tons of concrete is poured in 
to seal and flatten the floor of the TITAN pot hole. 


ADMIRAL SANDINGER AT leased this launch pad and lockup shall be 
ready for the next space program to start. 


JAMES SWIFT Absolutely James but if I’m going to live here for the next six 
months then I want the Professors TITAN project to be a successes. 


The space ship will roll out of TITAN and onto a ramp from where it will fire 
its rockets and lift off at a slight angle, aided buy the high powered platform. 


ADMIRAL SANDINGER What a sight that will be. And it will make all my 
friends at the Ministry of Defence so proud they'll start to cry. 


With that , the Admiral walks down the hill towards the teams TEMPORARY 
HQ. 


When JAMES arrives back at the bunker he enters and walks the main 
corridor to the mess room passing JIM’S room . 


JAMES SWIFT So are you packed and ready for your trip to see our 
president Jim. 
JIM FERGUSSON Hopefully we'll have good news by the time JENNY 


gets back from BATH, to take to ICELAND . 


JON SANDINGER Have faith Professor.Look Proff you go and 
check on your daughter while | wait for this cement truck to arrive. I'll soeak 
to you later. 


